ii4        Some Neglected Aspects of War
ment is that carried on by communities of free men, of which it is a commonplace that a healthy opposition, the clash of parties, conscientiously differing, is an inevitable feature. The why of this may be an interesting philosophical speculation; but for practical purposes we need only to recognize the fact. The case is precisely analogous to that of two nations warring for a principle; of which our own history furnishes an illustration in the war between the North and the South. The marriages most successful in the development of a complete union are doubtless those where the virtues of one complement the defects of the other; but in such cases there is necessarily counter-action as well as accord. Honest collision Is evidently a law of progress, however we explain its origin; whether that be in the ordinance of God, or in the imperfection of man.